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“Nonetheless, we must not lose sight of a law in the Shulchan Aruch to the effect that: “One who
has been killed by non-Jews is buried in his clothes, so that the blood may be seen and
avenged, as it is written: “l will hold (the heathen) innocent, but not in regard to the blood which
they have shed” (Joel 4:21). In other words, the clothes of the Jew acquire a certain sanctity
when spattered with the blood of a martyr. How much more is this $o of the blue and white flag,
which has been immersed in the blood of thousands of young Jews who fell in the War of
Independence defending the country and the population. It has a spark of sanctity that flows
from devotion and self-sacrifice. We are enjoined to honor the flag and treat it with respect.”
(‘The Rav Speaks,’ 5743, p. 139) '
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RAMBAN ELUCIDATED
reported to the king of Egypt,  nath yyn nipn Hx mvabin npx) 123 0131 om Dy 12 2 MmN -
and, as God had foretold, based on this [Pharaoh] inferred that the people had escaped and that
they were wandering® in the Wilderness and not going to a particular place to bring
offerings.’ 7 3 oy Yxipr 1133 byw 7N ~ And this is also the sense of the verse, And the
Children of Israel were going out “with raised hand” (v. 8), ovhnny vy 37 DY Yyw — for it
means that they had made for themselves a flag and a “banner to be raised high,”” oy
112931 §n32 oWl Rizs — and were now leaving “with gladness, with songs, with timbrel, and
with Iyre™  nymayn 2Oxum nwT2 - in the manner of those who have been freed from
slavery, DmTayy 2wY orpnyy oY XY — not like slaves who are yet to return to their
slavery® 197 m Y~ All this was told to [Pharaoh].”®
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YR Sound the great shofar for our freedom,

raise high the banner to gather our exiles,

and gather us together from the four quarters of the earth.
Blessed are You, Lorp,

who gathers the dispersed of His people Israel.



